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Well, it’s been a li�le over a year since we’ve had our last RAFINO reunion 
in Las Vegas, NV and now we have to get the word out about the upcoming 
reunion in Albuquerque, NM.  These reunions have always been about 
catching up with old friends and making new ones, the Camaraderie, and 
fulfilling the RAFINO Mo�o of “Keeping the Finance Family Together ”. The 
loca�on is just the “Cherry on Top” and this reunion promises to be a 
Bright Red, Delicious, one. The Albuquerque Interna�onal Balloon Fiesta is 
going on and there are numerous cultural ac�vi�es, unique to the area, to 
explore. The following is a compila�on of informa�on to assist you prior to 
arrival and what to expect upon arrival.  Hope to see you there! 
 

Dates: The reunion officially begins Wednesday, 10 October and goes to Sunday, 14 October 
with early registra�on available Monday the 8th and Tuesday the 9th of October.  
 

Registra�on: Opens 8 January 2018, on the RAFINO website at h�p://www.RAFINO.org  

This is where you sign up for the reunion, select the tours or 
ac�vi�es you want to a�end, select sea�ng at the banquet 
and a couple of other items. 
 

The Registra�on Fee of $175.00 covers the Hospitality Room 
(drinks, “Hosted Bar”, snacks, coffee, pastries, and friends, 
provided), the Recep�on (buffet, drinks, “Hosted Bar”, a 
surprise and friends, provided), the Memorial Service to our 

fallen finance warriors, and the Banquet (meal, toas�ng wine, “Hosted Bar”, Color Guard, 
desert and friends, provided) and the Administra�ve Costs to put this all together.   
 
  
 
 
                                                    

                                    Hotel costs are separate from RAFINO Registra�on. Look for and use 
                            the Isleta Resort Group Code, located on the registra�on form, to 
                           ensure you get proper rate when making reserva�ons with the Resort.   
                               

                              

 

We will send out an email 8 January, announcing that Reunion Registra�on 

is Officially OPEN and the unique registra�on code to use for hotel. 



 
 

Host Facility: Isleta Resort - Casino 
h�p://www.isleta.com  

 

Located just 8 miles South of Albuquerque, the Isleta Resort - Casino is just WOW! With a 
beau�ful view of the Rio Grande River Valley, the Casino is on one side and Resort on the 
other side, of the complex. No slots, No dealers, No smoking, No noise in the Resort area. Just 
the most beau�ful atmosphere, with all the facili�es we need, PLUS a Swimming Pool, Hot 
Tub, Spa, Salon, Bowling, Golf, Fishing, an RV Park and Buffalo’s, all within the Resort or a 
shu�le ride, away!  “You Don’t Have To Believe Me, Check Out Their Website”.  
 

Rooms: 
 

      Early Registra�on: 35 Rooms available  
    Monday and Tuesday @ $109.00 a night 
  
      Normal Registra�on: 35 more rooms  
 Wednesday thru Sunday @$109.00 a night 
 
 Only a total of 70 Rooms have been Reserved 
Blocked/Held, so make your reserva�ons EARLY! 
 
 

*************** NOTE *************** 

New, this reunion, RV Spaces are available $35, plus taxes & fees, a night. The Isleta Resort 
& Casino RV Park is just across the highway, behind the Golf Course, down along the Rio 
Grande River. FREE shu�le service is available to and from the Isleta Resort & Casino facility.  

I got 5 spaces, Lucy and I are taking one, and so there are 4 more available. And, and they 
have a herd of, real, Wild Buffalo, just right there, next to the RV Park grounds! 
$35 a night, 3rd night FREE… example 8 – 14 October, 6 nights = $170 plus taxes and fees.  

 

Check out the RV Pqrk @ h�p:/www.isleta.com/lakesrvpark/default.aspx  



Overflow Hotel:  
 

 
 

Sheraton Albuquerque Airport Hotel 
h�p://sheratonalbuquerqueairport.com 

 

Wow-ser, because of the purported turnout, an overflow hotel, the Sheraton Albuquerque 
Airport Hotel, had to be contracted for 30 addi�onal rooms at $129.00 a night, from the 
Sunday, before the Reunion through the Tuesday a�er. Unfortunately, it is located 9.3 miles 
(13 minutes) from the host facility. I tried, REALLY I DID, but over 100,000 extra people pour 
into the area for the Balloon Fiesta, it’s a Bucket List thing for soooo many. Located just 400 
yards from the airport, it is all you’ve come to expect from a quality hotel, with NO problem 
with noise from the airport. Each hotel, Isleta & Sheraton, has a shu�le that goes to the 
airport, it is just a ma�er of transferring from one shu�le to the other, to get back and forth,  
no worries.  
 
The Sheraton Albuquerque Airport Hotel welcomes  
guests with spacious accommoda�ons, and  
warm Southwestern hospitality. With a  
complimentary, 24-hour airport shu�le, you can 
easily se�le into their modern, pet-friendly hotel.  
Boas�ng drama�c views of the Sandia Mountains 
and Rio Grande Valley, the hotel is minutes away 
from local points of interest like Historic Old Town  
and the Nob Hill District. Dine at the in house Rojo 
Grill Restaurant and Lounge, and take advantage of  
features like the Sheraton Fitness Center and a  
24-hour business center. 



Transporta�on: 
The Isleta Resort & Casino and Sheraton Hotel 

 provide a FREE shu�le, from and to, the airport,  
Coordinate, directly, with Resort or Hotel to 

ensure you get picked-up from the airport in a 
�mely manner. 

 

If you plan on a rental car, make your reserva�ons early! I have been advised that if you 
PREPAY, they must hold that reserva�on, otherwise no guarantees. The Balloon Fiesta sucks 
them up, so do, what you go�a do, EARLY!  
 
 
For the adventurous, the Rail Runner Train 
travels up and down the Rio Grande Valley, 
with 15 stops, between Santa Fe and 
Belen. There is a FREE Shu�le ride from 
and to the hotels to the train sta�on.  
 
 

 
 
 
All Aboard America is the contracted bus provider, and all 
busses are ADA Compliant, with li�s (that should work), air 
condi�oned and hold 57 passengers.   
  
 

 
There is also a shu�le within the Resort facili�es, to get you around: RV Park, Golf Course, 
Billiards and Bowling Alley.  
  
 

Weather:  Generally, temperatures in 

the morning are around 20-40°F, 
warming up to about 50-70°F by noon. 
Bring a jacket and dress in layers. Also 
remember to wear comfortable walking 
shoes. Bring sunscreen to put on a�er 
the sun is up. You will be at a high 
al�tude and are at risk for sunburn. Bring 
appropriate eye protec�on. Sun and 
wind could be your enemies on a bright, sunny or windy day.  



ADA considera�on: I admit it, I just don’t get around like I used too. Therefore- All planned 

transporta�on, facili�es, loca�ons and ac�vi�es are “ADA Compliant” and easily accessible. I 
have conducted a site survey of them, personally.  Only the Acoma Pueblo tour is a problem, 
terrain is rough, NOT wheelchair friendly.  

 
 

What to wear… when?  
I’m not dressing you and I’m not telling you what you can or cannot wear.  I’m just, kinda, 
recommending that: 

Recep�on: Casual, “What might you wear to entertain in your backyard BBQ” 
Hospitality Room: Cover yourself, no “Free Expression”. 
Banquet: Business Casual, RESPECTFUL- We will be pos�ng the colors. But, come on! No 
one is going to be shut-out, short of showing up in their birthday suit. *NOTE: If you can 
s�ll fit into your Dress Uniform, Please Do So! I only wish I could. 
Other Ac�vi�es: Please dress comfortably in layers, brisk mornings and wonderful 
a�ernoons. 

 
 

Meals: There are seven different dining 

facili�es located within the Isleta Resort & 
Casino complex. Everything from fine dining to 
snack bars, with numerous choices in between. 
There will also be snacks and drinks in the 
Hospitality Room. In addi�on to these, the 
tours/ac�vi�es, off the Resort complex, will 
provide the opportunity to partake in 
Authen�c New Mexico Cuisine, or a regular 
burger if you really need that. All that said, the 
real ques�on, here in New Mexico, is do you 
want that with “Red Chile, Green Chile, or 
Christmas (combina�on of the two chiles)”.  

 
 

Reunion Check-In:  Is Monday- 10:00am to 2:00pm, Tuesday- 9:30 to 6:00pm and 

Wednesday- 9:00am to 6:00pm. Located in the Grand Hall, look for placards direc�ng you. 
Late(er) arrivals are an�cipated and will be taken care of as promptly as possible. 
 
 

Early Group Dinner, Tuesday Evening:  For those that arrive early, we have group dinner 
planned. In the Resort’s, Tiwa Restaurant- menu selec�on and payment is an individual’s 
responsibility. We’re just reserving the seats and an area for us to enjoy ourselves, based on 
the responses during registra�on. 
 



Hospitality Room: 
 Located in the Seminar Room, within the Resort, 
has the capacity to hold 300 people. I wanted to 
provide a central place, with space, that will 
accommodate all Reunion a�endees, 
comfortably, and I got it! Drinks, “Hosted Bar”, 
snacks and morning coffee and tea with pastries 
will be available. This will also be the loca�on for 

the Recep�on, Business Mee�ng, Cocktails 
before the Banquet and a Church Service. Open 
Monday a�ernoon through Sunday morning, 
this is the “HUB” of all ac�vity- a place to 
gather and socialize, play cards, chess or a 
board game.  
 
 

Reunion Recep�on:  Will be held in the Hospitality Room at 7:00pm, Wednesday. This is the 
social event that you all have been wai�ng two years for. We will have food, drink, alcohol and 
some surprises for one and all. At the Recep�on we will be serving, buffet style, a variety of 
foods, sure to please everyone’s (carnivore to vegan) palate.  
 
 

Airborne Indoctrina�on: Will be at/in the 

Resort Swimming Pool Friday evening, 7:00ish. 
There will be a special tribute to COL (Ret) Ray 
Allred, an “Airborne Finance Soldier to the Bone”, 
who passed away this year.  This is the �me for all 
those Airborne Finance soldiers to renew their 
vows. The renowned CSM (Ret) Larry Elsom will 
be our Jump Master for this event, which has 
become somewhat of a tradi�on at our reunions. 
The down and dirty is par�cipants will do a 
simulated airplane exit, hopefully, airborne style, 
into the pool (which is heated).  Anyone, 
interested in par�cipa�ng is invited to do so, 
there will be a sign-up sheet in the Hospitality Room. *Note- sea�ng on aircra� is limited to 
first 100 signees. All par�cipants receive a special Cer�ficate of Par�cipa�on. For more info, 
contact Larry personally. 
 



 

Will be held in the Hospitality Room, Saturday morning, 9:30-
ish.  A�endance is highly encouraged, your vote counts. We will 
be thanking COL (Ret) Kevin Troller, exi�ng Prez and welcoming 
CSM (Ret) Wayne Ingle as incoming Prez. All other RAFINO 
Board posi�ons will be up for a vote, so work the crowd during 
reunion. There will also be a Financial Report, Membership 
Report, and other reports deemed reportable. Time is allocated 

for members to speak their mind and address their concerns. Weather permi�ng, we will 
assemble outside for a group picture. Also, as you may, or not, know COL (Ret) Troy Clay has 
graciously agreed to be Host for the 2020 reunion in Charleston, SC.  Woo- Hoooo! He will 
speak briefly about the upcoming 2020 reunion. Please take the �me to thank him and offer 
your support. Now we need someone to take the lead for the 2022 reunion.   

 
 

Memorial Service:  Will be at the New Mexico Veterans Memorial, 
Saturday a�ernoon, we will board busses at the Resort around 12 
Noon and return around 2:30pm. Located a short, 15 – 20 minute 
drive away, this is the �me where we recognize and honor our 
departed finance warriors. There is also a museum located on the 
grounds which you can explore and enjoy a�er the Memorial 
Ceremony. 
 

Reunion Banquet: 

  Will be in Grand Ballroom C, at 7:00pm 
Saturday evening. Cocktails, will be from 
6:00 to 6:57pm, just around the corner from 
the Hospitality Room. Recommended dress 
will be Business Casual. We will begin with a 
Receiving Line a 6:00pm, then a bugle will 
sound “Call to Mess” at 6:57pm, which will 
signal us to move into dining area, where we 
will be pos�ng the colors, have invoca�on, 
opening remarks, toasts, dinner, a short 
break, then  “Call to Mess” will sound again, 

and we will have the birthday cake, remarks by the President, a Guest Speaker, a Toast to our 
Fallen, Benedic�on, and finally close by retiring the colors. The Banquet will be a proper sit-
down event with wine at the tables for toas�ng and a birthday cake celebra�ng 30 years of 
RAFINO and our 15th Reunion. There will be a sea�ng chart displayed, so members can choose 
where they’d like to sit. We will post the menu selec�on on the RAFINO website at about 
three (3) months prior to reunion (menu’s change and I want to provide you with the freshest, 
bestest, ever choices). 



 

Nondenomina�onal Church Service: Will be in the Seminar Room, at 

8:00am Sunday morning. This is �me set aside to give thanks- Thanks to God, for 
allowing us to get here, have a good �me and return safely. Also, to give prayer 
to those that couldn’t a�end and for our next reunion. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Well folks, that is all pertaining to how the official por�on of your reunion will go. The 
remainder of this guide explains the tours being offered, during your stay here for the reunion. 
There is also a Reunion Schedule on the inside of the back cover (page17).  I hope the majority 
of your ques�ons have been answered.  I also wanted to say THANKS to those of you that took 
the �me to reply to the survey sent out in late October, from the responses received, we are 
expec�ng over 100 RAFINO members, plus their spouses or guests. I also want to Thank the 
RAFINO Board and Reunion Commi�ee for their assistance and comments as we put this 
informa�on guide together. Looking forward to seeing old friends and making new ones, a�er 
all, that’s what this is all about.  
 
If you have any ques�ons or comments please email me at bruceprater16@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Albuquerque Interna�onal Balloon 
Fiesta- h�p://www.balloonfiesta.com  
 
  From its modest beginnings in 1972 with 13 
balloons launching from a shopping mall 
parking lot, to a permanent, custom-
designed, 365-acre Balloon Fiesta Park. The 
signature, Balloon Fiesta—which, with 
almost 600 balloons, is the largest ballooning 
event on earth, the most photographed 
event on earth, and the largest annual 
interna�onal event held in the United States. 
 
Imagine 54 football fields, all put together. That's the size of Balloon Fiesta Park's 78-acre 
launch field! And at this Park's "playing field," there are no losing teams and no viewing 
stands. Guests walk the field and are part of the ac�on. Hundreds of thousands of smiling, 
upturned faces, awestruck by the spectacular beauty of hot air balloons filling the big blue 
New Mexico sky. During a “Balloon Glow” what you can't hear un�l you walk onto the field at 

nigh�all is the thrilling roar of hundreds of burners 
simultaneously igni�ng, turning the Park into a huge 
lighted Christmas tree of colorful balloons. What 
you can't feel un�l you join us is the massive joy 
everywhere around you. 
  Besides the balloons, there is a stage located in the 
center of balloon Fiesta’s Main Street that 
schedules various bands and children's acts. They 
also have roving entertainment, an interac�ve 
educa�on at the Balloon Discovery Center, located 

at the North end of the field, and even NASA has a display, among others. Addi�onally, there 
are literally dozens of food booths and shopping opportuni�es.   
 

Mass Ascension- ($50, 05:30 – 11:00am, Thursday)  

The launch of all the par�cipa�ng balloons has been a 
feature of the Balloon Fiesta since its earliest days and is 
the most spectacular display of sound and color in all of 
avia�on. During mass ascensions, 500 balloons launch in 
two waves. Launch directors, also known as zebras 
because of their black-and-white-striped ou�its, serve as 
traffic cops, coordina�ng the launch so balloons leave the field in a safe and coordinated 
manner. Weather permi�ng, balloons begin to launch at about 7:00 AM on mass ascension 
days, led by a balloon flying the American flag to the strains of The Star Spangled Banner. 

 



Balloon Glow- ($50, 04:30 – 9:00pm, Thursday)  

The event now known as balloon glow 
were invented in Albuquerque in 1979, 
when local pilots inflated balloons on 
Christmas a Eve night as a thank you to 
local residents. The sight of balloons lit 
from within at night like giant holiday 
ornaments is breathtaking, and glow 
events are now held all over the world. 
Balloon Fiesta launched its Balloon Glow, 
the world’s biggest in 1987. The Fiesta 

Field Glows when all the balloons fire their burners and light up at the same �me is perhaps 
the most spectacular single moment in all of Balloon Fiesta. The Balloon Glows are followed by 
New Mexico's most spectacular fireworks displays - is now among Balloon Fiesta's most 
popular events. 
 
 
The following tour combine’s three sites: the Na�onal Hispanic and Indian Pueblo Cultural 
Centers with a visit to Albuquerque Old Town in between- $50, 9:00am to 4:00pm. 
 
 

Na�onal Hispanic Cultural Center- 
h�p://www.nhccnm.org/ 

The Na�onal Hispanic Cultural Center is dedicated 
to the preserva�on, promo�on, and advancement 
of Hispanic culture, arts, and humani�es. The 
NHCC is a division of the State of New Mexico 
Department of Cultural Affairs and is further 
supported by the Na�onal Hispanic Cultural 
Center Founda�on, a 501(c) (3) organiza�on 
 
Center’s Art Museum: Special exhibit- ¡Aquí 
Estamos: The Heart of Arte! Celebrates the NHCC 
Art Museum’s growing permanent collec�on with 

a revitalized vibe and a brand new selec�on of works. This sampling explores the contribu�ons 
of these ar�sts and how each work can serve as a reminder of the heart that thrives in strong 
and resilient communi�es.  
The collec�on contains over 2,500 artworks by Hispanic, Chicana/o, and La�na/o, ar�sts from 
around the globe most of which have been generously donated to the museum by ar�sts and 
collectors. It reflects the diversity of La�na/o art and expression in all of its vibrancy, crea�vity, 
pointed humor and social consciousness.  



El Torreón, the Tower- Mundos de Mes�zaje by Frederico Vigil is a mural 
housed in the Torreón on the campus of the Na�onal Hispanic Cultural 
Center. This monumental fresco depicts thousands of years of Hispanic 
history highligh�ng diverse cultural connec�ons between people and 
places from the Iberian Peninsula to the Americas. The 4,000 square foot 
pain�ng is one of the largest frescos in North America. 
 
 
 

Indian Pueblo Cultural Center- 
h�ps://www.indianpueblo.org/  

The Indian Pueblo Cultural Center's museum is the 
preeminent place to discover the history, culture, 
and art of the 19 Pueblos of New Mexico. Our 
permanent collec�on houses thousands of rare 
ar�facts and works of art, including a world-
renowned collec�on of historic and contemporary 
Pueblo po�ery, as well as baskets, weavings, 
pain�ngs, murals, jewelry, and photographs. To 

illuminate Pueblo art and culture, we host an 
exci�ng schedule of rota�ng exhibits showcasing 
works from our permanent collec�on and beyond. 
Our museum is also home to a world-class library 
and archives with thousands of rare documents 
and books related to the 19 Pueblos and other 
tribes of the Southwest. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Albuquerque Old Town- 
h�p://albuquerqueoldtown.com 

  The focal point of community life since it was founded 
in 1706 by Governor Francisco Cuervo y Valdez. 
Centered on the plaza, Albuquerque's Old Town 
encompasses about ten blocks of historic adobe 
buildings. On the north side of the plaza is the San 
Felipe de Neri Church, the oldest building in the city, 
which was built in 1793. Surrounding the church, the 
city's se�lers had built their homes, shops and 
government offices, many of which have since been 
converted into the restaurants, art galleries and shops 
that comprise Old Town today.  

 
  Old Town today looks much like it did when it was 
built centuries ago. Its Pueblo-Spanish style 
architecture with flat-roofed buildings and so� 
contours of adobe mirror the Southwestern 
landscape. Long portals (porches) line the fronts of 
most buildings offering shade from the New 

Mexican sun. Bancos (benches) are o�en found 
built into the back walls of the portals, providing 
the perfect place for weary walkers to sit and 
watch the world go by. 
 

 
 
  Stroll the Plaza, dine at the many restaurants, 
visit the museums, take a guided tour or shop 
at over 150 stores and galleries for unique gi�s 
from the Southwest and around the world.  
Quiet hidden pa�os, winding brick paths, 
gardens and balconies are wai�ng to be 
discovered! For almost three centuries Old 
Town has been the crossroads of the. Southwest. It is the Historical Zone of the City of 
Albuquerque and home for many families whose ancestors founded the town. 
 



The following tour combine’s two sites: the Acoma Sky City & HAAK’U Museum with a visit 
to Albuquerque Old Town- $50, 9:00am to 4:00pm. 
 

Acoma Sky City & the HAAK’U Museum-  
h�p://www.acomaskycity.org/home.html  

 
Discover the centuries-old history of New Mexico’s 
southwest Indians. Acoma Pueblo offers a window in 
�me where Na�ve people carry on the customary 
tradi�ons of their ancestors through Na�ve American 
po�ery making and tribal celebra�ons.  Educa�onal tours 
and cultural exhibits are designed to generate a broader 
and deeper understanding of the Acoma People. 
 

Acoma Pueblo is built atop a sheer-walled, 367-foot sandstone bluff in a valley studded with 
sacred, towering monoliths. Since 1150 A.D., Acoma Pueblo has earned the reputa�on as the 
oldest con�nuously inhabited community in North America.  The mesa-top se�lement is 
known worldwide for its unique art and rich culture. Pueblo is not ADA compliant, the terrain 
is rough, NOT wheelchair friendly, as they didn’t  have wheelchairs hundreds of years ago. 
 

Explore Acoma in a way never before seen.  Haakú 
Museum showcases the history, art, and lifeway of the 
Acoma people that has endured for a thousand years.  
Located within the 40,000-square-foot Sky City 
Cultural Center, in the pris�ne Acoma Valley, Haakú 
Museum focuses on the preserva�on of Acoma 
history and the revitaliza�on of lost art forms. 



Santa Fe- ($10, Thursday or Friday, 6:30am to 6:30pm, a shu�le ride from the Hotel(s) to 

the train sta�on, round trip via the Rail Runner train (this is a self-guided excursion). 
h�ps://santafe.org  
  
Santa Fe, New Mexico is a magical, exuberant, colorful, journey at any 
�me of year. Our legendary history and culture will fascinate and inspire 
you. Our art galleries and diverse visual arts span ancient tradi�onal art to 
the most contemporary, making it one of the largest and most important 
art markets in the country. Partake of our sumptuous world renowned 
cuisine and treat yourself to our colorful markets and experience why 
Santa Fe has been considered a legendary trading center for hundreds of 
years.    
 

Get to Santa Fe via the New Mexico Rail Runner 
Express, a commuter rail system serving the 
metropolitan areas of Albuquerque, Santa Fe, Los 
Lunas, and Belen, New Mexico. During the Balloon 
Fiesta, as you travel up to Santa Fe and back, you may 
catch a view of the balloons launching from the fiesta 
grounds.  

 
Once in town, ge�ng around is easy. Downtown Santa Fe and the surrounding historic 
districts are compact and most conveniently traveled on foot. It's no wonder Santa Fe was 
voted one of America's Top Rated Walking Ci�es. Addi�onally, there is a free shu�le service 
that starts and ends in front of the former New Mexico Film Museum (the Jean Cocteau 
Cinema) on Montezuma Avenue and runs counter-clockwise with various stops around 
downtown. 
 
Santa Fe's Museums ranked #3 in 2012 Travel + Leisure 
Reader's poll, a visit to Santa Fe's museums will wake up the 
ar�st within youǃ There is a good reason that Santa Fe has 
drawn ar�sts like Georgia O'Keeffe here for genera�ons. 
Whether you are 38, 68 or 88 years old, get inspired by the 
rich blend of history, arts and cultural heritage with more 
than a dozen state and private museums around Santa Fe. 
Remember to look up every once in a while, the Santa Fe sky 
with its vivid colors and clouds can be the best canvas of all.  
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“Bee seeing you…there!” 


